
Know Your Enemy
Ephesians 6:10-13
Introduction:
Who is your worst enemy? - Our enemy is one spirit-person and those other spirit beings who follow and serve him.
Where did they all come from? - God made them. Like man, they were created innocent. Unlike man, they were created individually. Each spirit is a separate creation. Each one faced the temptation for himself. Therefore they do not procreate.
How many are there?

Thousands of angels

Thousand thousands, ten thousand times ten thousand 

A multitude of the heavenly host

Twelve legions. 

Ten thousand times ten thousand  and thousands of thousands. 

An innumerable company. (Heb. 12:22)
Where did the demons come from? - The first sin in God’s creation was committed by one of the angels – His name was Lucifer. You can read about his fall in:
Isaiah 14 - The 7 “I wills are and Ezekiel 28
“For you have said in your heart: ﻿﻿‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the ﻿﻿mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.”
His sin was pride. He wanted to be higher than God. Lucifer is referred to by other names in the Bible. These names are descriptive of his actions against God and His people.
Names

Devil – 

Satan – 

Lucifer- Son of the Morning
Beelzabub – The ruler of demons
Belial- applied to Satan meaning “all that is bad”
Titles

The evil one
Tempter

Prince of this world

God of this age

Prince of the power of the air

Accuser of the brethren
Representations

Serpent (Gen 3)
Dragon

Angel of light (II Cor. 11:14) And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into ﻿﻿an angel of light. 
· He is a created being
· He is mighty but not omnipotent.
· He is knowledgeable but not omniscient.
· He is limited in time and space,
· He is not omnipresent
His entire existence is given over to opposing God and His people: “Be ﻿﻿sober, be ﻿﻿vigilant; ﻿﻿because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.”
In his rebellion he led away some of the angels with him. (Some feel that Rev. 12:4 indicates that the number of angels who followed Lucifer in his rebellion was 1/3 of the total number of angels.) The others angels, faced with the opportunity to sin against God, did not do so. Therefore, they are now confirmed in righteousness. They will never sin in the future. They are called the elect angels. (I Tim 5:21)
The angels who followed Lucifer in his sin are referred to as demons. They do what Satan tells them to do.
Reminders:

· Satan is   stronger and more intellectual than other angels or man. (Jude 9)

· Satan is the accuser of the brethren. (Rev 12.7)

· Satan takes Scripture out of context. (Matt. 4:1-11)

· As believers, we need not fear the Devil. (I John 4:4) 
· We should be on guard against him. I Peter 5:8)

· Satan must be resisted.(after we have submitted to God) (James 4:7) Not in our own strength. (Jude 9) (The Lord rebuke you)

I. The Believers Power – 6:10 
This passage, better than any other, describes the work of Satan through his follower, the demons. This passage also tells us that we have sufficient power available to us to stand against this onslaught of our cosmic enemy, the devil.
A. The Supply of  Power:  
κράτος – supernatural power – of Satan in Heb. 2:14, the other 11 times it refers to God’s power. It is an active word It refers to power exercised.

ἰσχύος –  is a passive word - power inherently possessed, whether exercised or not.
B. The Source of Power – 
1. Be strong in the Lord

In the Lord – there is no strength in ourselves.

The seven sons of Sceva, Acts 19:14 tried to imitate Paul and cast out demons. The demons won this contest. “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?” so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 
2. The Power of His Might
This “might” is supplied by the Lord. 
II. The Believer’s Part – 6:11 
A. Put on the Armor of God – 
This preparation is not automatic. The armor is supplied by the Lord. The believer must put the armor on in order to be ready for the fight that is sure to come.
B. Stand in the Armor – 
“stand against the ﻿﻿wiles of the devil.”
Not everyone who knows about the armor puts the armor on and not everyone who puts the armor on stands against the wiles Devil.
The “wiles” are the “μεθοδείας” of the Devil. Not all methods are wrong. It is good to have methods. That’s where the Methodists got their name.
III. The Believer’s Foe – 6:12 
A. The Foe is not Human – 6:12a
“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood,”
The foe we see may be human. He may be an unbeliever objecting to your use of the name of Jesus. But behind him is a demon doing his best to defeat you and the church of Christ. The foe may even be a believer who is jealous of what your church is doing or the correct doctrine you are teaching.
B. The Foe Is Super-human – 6:12b
1. Principalities – refers to their rank and rule. They often use humans to accomplish their task.

2. Powers – refers to their authority. They have been given authority by Satan to hinder the work of Satan’s enemy, the Lord Jesus Christ and all who are His
3. Rulers of the darkness - Refers to their rule over a world in revolt against their creator. They have a real hatred against the light of the Lord and the “Sons of Light” who follow Him.
4. Hosts of wickedness in the heavenlies - Refers to an army of wicked spirits inhabiting or at least bringing their combat to the heavenly sphere.
Paul uses the term “ in the Heavenlies” in three other places in Ephesians – 1:3, 1:20, 2:6 – In each case it refers to the heavenly sphere in which the life in Christ is lived, not the starry heavens. So it is here.        
Conclusion:   
“I never promised you a rose garden.”  

God hath not promised skies always blue,
Flower-strewn pathways all our lives through;
God hath not promised sun without rain,
Joy without sorrow, peace without pain.
But God hath promised strength for the day,
Rest for the labor, light for the way,
Grace for the trials, help from above,
Unfailing sympathy, undying love.

